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(Once Amended) In a system for encoding video image data with at least first and 
second successive encoding passes of said video image data, where each encodirig-pagsincludes 
a number of executable steps and at least one of said executable stgps^includes a number of 
executable first order sub-steps, a method for encoding^i^o image data comprising: 

(a) identifying first order sub-st^s^ at least one of said first and second encoding 
passes as being necessary or unnep^S^ry for execution of said encoding passes; 

(b) executing^^aifl necessary sub-steps during said first and second encoding passes; 

and 

excluding at least one sub-step from execution during an encoding pass for which 
t>rt sub-step is unnecessary. 



V 




7. (Once Amended) A set of instructions residing in a storage medium, said set of 
instructions capable of being executed by a processor to implement a methpd^^cjTencoding video 
image data with at least first and second successive encoding p^se^of said video image data, 
where each encoding pass includes a number of exec^^a^^Ie steps and at least one of said 
executable steps includes a number of execijtarBle first order sub-steps, such that first order sub- 
steps in at least one of said first am^^ond encoding passes are identified as being necessary or 
unnecessary for execution^ofsaid encoding passes, the method comprising: 

(a) exeptrfmg said necessary sub-steps during said first and second encoding passes; 

and 

'^b) excluding at least one sub-step from execution during an encoding pass for which 
lat sub-step is unnecessary. 



13. (Once Amended) A system for encoding 



lage data with at least first and second 



successive encoding pas 



^saidvideo image data, where each encoding pass includes a 
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number of executable steps and at least one of said executable steps includes a nurpber5f 
executable first order sub-steps, said first order sub-steps in at least^jne^fsaid first and second 
encoding passes being identified as necessary or uimeces5ar5^or execution of said encoding 
passes, said system including: ^/^^ 

a video compressor adapted to^^ilcode video image data during said at least first and 
second encoding passes; and 

a bit rate conto>Her coupled to said video compressor and adapted to control said video 
compressor dyrifig said at least first and second encoding passes, such that said video compressor 
is adapt^ to execute said necessary sub-steps during said first and second encoding passes and 
.e^lude at least one sub-step from execution during an encoding pass for v^hich that sub-step is 
unnecessary. 
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